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This is o swmary of previous inforration on the ground sttack units of the
Twenty~Fourth /iy Army rcceived since the summer of 1909,

Dispositlon of Ground Miack Repiments,

10

2.

During the sumser of 1949, six ground attack (GA) regiments werc observed
with the Twenty-Fourth Air Arny. These regiments werc orgunized into one
corns of two GA divisions, each division being composed of three repiments.
The repiments wore disposed as follous:

GA Corps Ilas FIVSTERVALDE

(A) ©OA Div lgs GROSGT IHATN

(a) C& Rert DRISD: 3
(L) GA Rert CROGST M
{c) GA Regt GROLHEL IJ\IL
(I} GA Div Hgs FPINSTIRVALDE
{4) GA Rert COTTBUS
(e} G& Regt FIYSTERTALDE
{£) CA Rert FIVSTIRVAIDL
‘Netle: To avoid confusion in the following study the two ground attack

divisivns are designated with the letters (A) and (B) and the six repi-
ments with the letters (a) to (£), in order to properly follow their
¢iscussion throuchout.

Ir the 21} of 1949, air force maoneuvers were held in which all the air

wiits of the Tw ent;f—Fourth dir Arny perticipated. #% the end of the mencuvers,
the GA regiments ¢id not return to their former airficlds but were trons~
ferred to the foilowing new locatioust G4 corps from i"L STRIALDL to
SaERISHGy GA division headquarters ) from GROSIEMIMIN to JULTEREOGS
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rogiment (a) from DRISDEN to JUMTERBOG-ALTES LAGFR; regiment (b) from

GROSSTRHAIN to JUBTFRBOU-ALTES LAGER; regiment {c¢) from CROSSLKHAIY to

KOUTHEY; OA division headquarters (B) from FINSTERVALUE to DOFBERITZ;
regiment (¢) fror COTTBUS to SGHOMN "ALLh; regiment (&) from FLESTIRVALDL
to DOEBFRITZ; and reciment (£) from FIHUSTLRWALDE to DOEBFRITZ.

In pursuvance of the 2irfield irmprovement nrogrem which began in the Soviet
Zone of Germony in 1950, the airfields ocoupied by the three ground attack
regizents of division {(A) were affected. JUETIRDOG-A1TGNS LAGER and KOETHER
airfields were evacuabed uy the CA regiments ir early-fpril 1950, Stendal
fieinsdorf, and Staslen werc used as alternative fields. Thile the ground
attack division headquarters (A) orobably remained in JURIHRBOG-ALTLS LAGER,
the regiments were transferred as follows:

(a) GA Regt froam JUSTERBOC-ALTES LAGIR to RETESDORT,
(k) CA Regt fram JUFTFRBOC-ALTES LACIR Lo STAAKEN .
(c) GA Regt from KOEIHEYN ¥o STELDAL.

Upon completion of construction work, the units retwrned to their Tormer
alrfields during the first half of Octobexr 19%50. JURTERBOG-ALTES LAGHR
airfield was again evacuated by ibe ground attack regironts {(2) anc (b)
and the division headquorters (i) between late-Janunry sud early February
1951, In early-April 1951, the rround altack regirent (¢) from KOUIIi
was transferred to REINSDCRF. No further transfers of this division were
observec. Thus, the division was disposed as follows as of April 1951:

(A) GA Div Hgs BRANDEIBURG
{a) CA Regt STAAKEN
(b) GA Regt BRANDEXBURG=-ARADO
(e} cA Regt REITSDORF .

The regirents of division (4) repeatedly changed their locations since the
fall of 1919, whercas the repimonts of division (B) renained 2t Docberits
and Schoerwalde airfields. Only ground attack regiment (e) or (f) was
temporarily transferred to ERFURT-BINDERSLEBEN airfield between 27 September
and 26 October 1950, rrobably cCuring maneuvers.

It is believed that the ground attack unitsof the Twonty-Fourth Air Army
are now Clisposed as follows:

(A Corps Hgs FALKENGERD

{&) G& Div Fas BRAYT ETBURG
{a) GA Regt STAAKEY
(bg GA Regt BRAVDSURG
(c) OA Regt RETHSDORF

(B) GA Div Hee DOABLRITZ
5@) GA Regt SCHCENTALDE
e) GA Regt DOEBTRITZ
(£) GA Regt TOEDERITZ

There are indications that another CA unit is stationed 4t STRAUSBIERG airfield.
This unit, Lowever, is equipped with conventional fichters, It is rossibly
a trairing unit for grounc sttack vilots. #

iquipment, Orgshization, omd Strength,

6.

The GA regiments of the Twenty-fourth Air Army are equipped with IL-10s,
and sowe IL-2s snd UTL-10s for twraining purposes. Contrary to the Hyhtoyr
anc borber units, the 04 repinments are st;’Ll’.L equipved with corventional
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T ‘a G4 regirent is orpganiged into four
s €ach of which consists of three flights of four planes each,

8.
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aircraft. Although the IL-10 ig considered a good plane fur pround attack
nissiuns) it is considered cbeolote., It is believed that the production of
I-10s has come to an end. Ho Inforpetion has been received on the con-
struetion of a jet powvered ground attack plane as a follow-up model to the
I1~10.. It is possible that the 1iG-15,0r a version of the LiG-15, is to
be used as a ground attack plane until 2 new model is considered “it for
enployment.,

g ordriance mechanics, 3 on each flight

Thus, a G4 regiment has sn authorized strength or about 56 planes, as fol-
lowss

Four squadrens of 12 plancs cach L8 IL~-10s
lieadquarters squadron of four planes 4 11-10s
Training planes about b IL-2s or UIL-10s.

On the basis of this number for cune reginentythe six GA regiments of ihe
Twenty-Tourth Air Amy would be equipped with & total of about 340 GA sire

50X1-HUM

cralt, ] the 50X1-HUM

average total number of aircraf is smelicr by abou: 10 to 20 percent,

This mirhi be explained by the iact that | |11 the
ground attack planes stationed at the fielcs since some planes arc possibly
aloft or transforred to other fields, or because nen-local Gh aircraft are
temporarily stationed at the fields, This also accounts for consicerable
fluctuations in the number of aircraft observed at a ficld vhen cornarec with
the authorized strength mentioned above, Tt is believed that the regirents
are actually wp te avthorizec aireraft strength,

About 00 to 350 officears and B! includin: ying and technicsal personnel,
arc assigned to each GA Regt, Fech squadron of 12 planes has approximately
the following personncls .

2 men, flying personnel, on each plans. 2k officers

3 men, technical personnel, assigned to sack
plens; one offiser in charge of the maintenance
1nd tuo N or EN, 35 officers and RV

Lo

Total personncl strength of one squadron 69 officers and W

Since each ground attack regiment 1ls cowposcd of four squadrons it has a
total strength of 276 oflicers ard i, in addition to the regimental heod-
quarters and the genersl personnel of the squddron of about 50 to 70 officers
anc 121, It is belioved that the actual personnel strength of a ground attack
regiment slightly exceeds the autherized strength,
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